ADOPTED – FEBRUARY 24, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 22

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE RENEWAL OF LAWYERS PROFESSIONAL

 LIABILITY INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR ATTORNEYS WITHIN THE 

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER 

RESOLUTION #26 – 101

WHEREAS, it is essential that the Ingham County Office of the Public Defender has adequate professional liability/malpractice insurance in place for all County-employed Public Defenders; and

WHEREAS, the Office of the Public Defender has reviewed three professional liability insurance proposals, and it has determined that the package offered by our current carrier, Columbia Casualty Company (underwritten by Highstreet Insurance and Financial Services), is the most beneficial to the Office of the Public Defender; and


WHEREAS, the Office of the Public Defender recommends renewing the package offered by Columbia Casualty Company (underwritten by Highstreet Insurance and Financial Services) for the year commencing March 7, 2026 with the option to renew for two additional years; and

WHEREAS, funds are available through the 2025-2026 Michigan Indigent Defense Commission Compliance Plan and will be requested in subsequent plans for this expenditure.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the County to enter into an agreement with Columbia Casualty Company (underwritten by Highstreet Insurance and Financial Services) to provide a Lawyers Professional Liability policy of $250,000 per claim/$500,000 aggregate coverage with a $2,500 deductible to lawyers within the Office of the Public Defender.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Lawyers Professional Liability Insurance Policy agreement shall be authorized in the amount of $15,577.95 for the term of one year commencing March 7, 2026 with the option to renew annually for two additional years contingent upon the availability of funds from the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission Compliance Plan.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is authorized to sign any necessary contract agreement upon approval as to form by the County Attorney.
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Willis, Trubac, Peña, Cahill

          Nays:  None    
 
Absent:  Lawrence, Johnson, Schafer
   Approved 02/12/26

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Pratt, Maiville

          Nays:  None     

Absent: Tennis     
 Approved 02/18/26

